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been foreseen that a year later a Soviet Ambassador
with full diplomatic privileges and immunities
would be resident in Berlin, providing a rallying-
point and source of monetary support for the
revolutionary elements of extreme German Social-
ism. Though it is very greatly to be doubted that
Lenin received any financial assistance from the
German Government or Supreme Command on
his return to Russia, it is an established fact that
members of the Spartacist (Communist) Party and
the Independent Socialist Party were provided
with money from Joffe for revolutionary purposes,
and when, in October Joffe was finally expelled for
his activities, it was too late.
Apart from this official contact of the Soviet
Government with the revolutionary elements in
Berlin, there were thousands of unofficial emissaries
who brought with them the seed of subversive
propaganda. German prisoners of war had been
subjected to the full force of Bolshevik wiles. They
had seen the Russian army crumble away under its
influence, and on their return to Germany they
brought the new political plague. Added to these
were the troops on the Eastern Front themselves,
who, by the Armistice Agreement of Brest-
Litovsk, had been permitted to 'fraternize with the
Russians in no-man's-land and had received from
them copies of the Fackel and other revolutionary
material specially prepared for German consump-
tion. Thus each division transferred from East to
West brought infection with it. 'We reached the
point', admitted Hoffman, 'where we did not dare to